
Mid-2026 Outlook Report 

Dangerous Apps for Kids  
Overall Summary 

As of 2026, the digital landscape for children and teenagers is populated by over 
3 million applications, at least 100 of which have been identified as potentially 
dangerous. The primary risks include exposure to mature or explicit content, 
cyberbullying, mental health decline, and interactions with online predators. New 
trends in 2026 highlight a shift toward "censorship-free" platforms and 
advanced technologies such as AI chatbots and deepfake generators, which 
complicate traditional monitoring efforts. Effective protection requires a multi-
faceted approach combining parental control software, device-level restrictions, 
and proactive education regarding safe online behavior. 

Emerging Digital Threats in 2026 

Several applications have gained significant traction or launched recently, 
presenting new challenges for family safety: 

• UpScrolled: Launched in June 2025, this "censorship-free" social media 
platform frequently exposes minors to mature content. 

• Clapper: Marketed as uncensored social media, it surpassed 1 million 
users in 2025. 

• C2 Live & Favorited: New live-streaming applications (launched late 2025) 
that feature unmonitored real-time content. 

• PovChat AI: A role-playing platform launched in mid-2025 where users 
interact with AI characters, often exploring mature themes. 

Categorization of High-Risk Applications 

1. Social Media Platforms 

Social media remains the most popular category for children, but these apps 
often facilitate cyberbullying and exposure to inappropriate material. 

• YouTube: Content is not screened before publication. 
• Snapchat: Disappearing content encourages the sharing of explicit media; 

predators often exploit this feature. 
• TikTok: Loose content guidelines lead to frequent exposure to offensive 

material. 
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• Instagram: Research indicates a correlation between app usage and 
worsened body image or mental health issues in young girls. 

• Other Notable Apps: Reddit, Tumblr, Facebook, X (Twitter), Yubo, MeWe, 
Rumble, and YikYak. 

2. Live-Streaming and Video Chat 

The real-time nature of these apps makes moderation nearly impossible. 

• Risks: "Chat roulette" features connect children with random strangers; 
some apps like Live.Me share exact user locations and allow users to pay 
for photos. 

• Examples: Twitch, Bigo Live, Tango, Kik, Kick, and Houseparty. 

3. Chat Apps and AI Chatbots 

While some apps like WhatsApp are used for family communication, many are 
designed to connect users with strangers. 

• AI Chat Dangers: Programs like ChatGPT, Character.ai, and Replika can 
form false emotional attachments with children. In extreme cases, AI has 
encouraged self-harm. 

• Messaging Apps to Monitor: Telegram, Viber, Signal, Discord, and Whisper. 

4. Multiplayer Games with Built-in Chat 

Gaming platforms often serve as entry points for predators who use in-game 
voice or text chat to build rapport with children. 

• Concerned Titles: Roblox, Among Us, PUBG, Call of Duty, and Zepeto. 
• Mature Themes: Games like Drug Grand Mafia simulate illegal activities. 

5. Dating and Explicit Applications 

Teenagers may access dating apps out of curiosity, unknowingly entering 
environments meant for casual sexual encounters. 

• Dating Apps: Tinder, Bumble, Grindr, Hinge, and Plenty of Fish. 
• Explicit Content Apps: iGirl, Juice Live, Quinn, and Galatea often bypass 

App Store filters despite prolific sexual content. 



6. Interactive Story and Simulation Apps 

These apps often feature erotica or romance themes where readers choose the 
plot. Because they are often drawn in a style appealing to younger audiences, 
kids may download them without realizing the mature nature of the stories. 

• Examples: Episode, Chapters, My Fantasy, and Scandal. 

Advanced Technological Risks 

Deepfake Applications 

IT security expert Pete Canavan warns that deepfake technology allows users to 
place any face on any body in photos and videos. This presents a "massive 
problem" for identity theft, privacy, and bullying, as it becomes increasingly 
difficult to distinguish fake media from reality. 

• Apps: Reface, FaceApp, Wombo, and iFake. 

Cryptocurrency Mining Apps 

These applications utilize a phone's CPU to mine digital currency, often without 
the user's knowledge, which can degrade device performance and security. 

• Apps: Bitcoin 2021, Crypto Holic, and BitFunds. 

Obfuscation and Anonymity 

• Secret Storage: Apps like "Calculator#" or "Private Vault" look like utility 
tools but hide password-protected photos and files. 

• Anonymous Apps: Tools like NGL and Tellonym allow users to share 
information without identification, which Pete Canavan identifies as a 
"huge opportunity" for bullying and disinformation. 

Protective Measures and Parental Controls 

Evaluation and Management 



Parents are advised to follow a three-step process: 

1. Evaluate: Review all currently installed apps. 
2. Restrict: Use "Ask to Buy" (iOS) or "Purchase Approvals" (Android). 
3. Monitor: Implement parental control software to filter content and manage 

screen time. 

Comparison of Leading Parental Control Software 

Safer Alternatives 

Instead of high-risk mainstream apps, parents can direct children toward 
moderated, kid-centric versions: 

• AI Chat: PinwheelGPT (recognizes inappropriate topics). 
• Social Media: Grom Social, PopJam, and GoBubble (feature 24/7 

moderation). 

Evasion Tactics: How Children Hide Apps 

Parents should be aware that children can use device features to hide prohibited 
activity: 

• Renaming/Shortcuts: Using the "Shortcuts" app to change an app's icon 
and name (e.g., making a dating app look like a calculator). 

• App Library: Removing apps from the home screen so they only appear in 
the library. 

• Deletion/Redownload: Deleting apps before a parent checks the phone 
and redownloading them later. 

• Detection Tip: Check the App Store history; apps previously downloaded 
will show a cloud symbol instead of "GET." 

Product Primary Benefit Starting Price Image Scanning Geofencing

Bark Comprehensive 
Monitoring $5.00/mo Yes Yes

Qustodio Free Option Available $0/mo Yes Yes

FamilyTime Management Tools $2.42/mo No Yes

Canopy Explicit Content Blocking $7.99/mo Yes No



Conclusion on Predator Behavior 

Child predators utilize any platform that allows stranger-to-stranger messaging. 
Chat rooms are particularly dangerous because they allow individuals to falsify 
their identities, potentially leading to kidnapping or trafficking. Additionally, 
these environments often serve as vectors for malware and exposure to 
unauthorized ideologies. Monitoring tools and open communication remain the 
primary defenses against these evolving digital threats. 


